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B-3374 - B-3382 1837-1854 
1001-1039 Light St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

A large portion of the east side of the 1000 block of Light St. was originally 
improved with a row of two and a half story, late Federal style brick houses 
built by John S. Gittings and others in the late 1830's and early 1840's. Of these 
houses only 1003 and 1005 Light St. survive in their original exterior form, with 
1027-1029 Light St. retaining their original two story height, but minus their 
original dormer windows. 1001 and 1025 Light St. are now three story, three bay 
wide brick commercial/residential structures with shed roofs and bracketed cornices; 
1007 and 1009 Light St. are three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs 
and bracketed cornices. A number of the early houses on this block have been 
replaced by modern, one story high commercial structures. The southern portion of 
the block was originally improved with a row of three story, gable-roofed houses 
in the early 1850's, of which only 1031 Light St. survives in its original form. 
1033 and 1037-1039 Light St. have had their gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs with 
bracketed cornices added. The first floor areas of all of these later houses 
have been converted to modern storefronts. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed 
Gern±e8"£epfeŝ eftts'an':eh!argeaent'0f~ the original gable roofed 
house that was built on this site in the 1840's and formed part of a group of 
such houses extending along this side of Light St. 

The house is three stories in height, 14' wide, and occupies a lot 70' deep 
There is a two story high, two bay deep rear addition, followed by a two story 
high, one bay deep frame addition. The house is constructed in running bond. 
The shed roof is capped by a wooden cornice consisting of a deeply projecting 
crown molding set above panels decorated with scroll-sawed motifs, bordered by 
a row of quarter-round carvings. Three grooved brackets support the cornice and 
connect it to a lower molding strip. The brick freize area thus formed is 
punctuated by two scroll-sawed ventilating panels. There is a rear end chimney 
located at the east end of the brick rear addition. 

All of the door and window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood sil. 
The first floor window opening is filled with a 4/4 double hung sash; the second 
and third floor window openings are filled with 2/2 sash. There is a modern flu 
door set beneath a single light transom which has been covered with siding. 
The house sits on a fairly high basement, the entrance being reached by three stone 
steps. A square-shaped basement opening is located directly to the right of 
the steps and there is a door leading to the basement, set below the level of 
the sidewalk, located beneath the first floor window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is representative of a fairly large number of houses in the Federal Hill 
area that were built in the 1840's and 1850's with gable roofs and simple brick cornices 
but which were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Victorian 
style, with the gable roof being raised and rebuilt as a shed roof and a modern 
bracketed cornice added. This house, like its immediate neighbor to the north, 1005 
Light St., was built as a two story house with dormer windows. 

The house was built by John S. Gittings, an active local real estate developer. 
The first owner-occupant was a Robert Jones, a blacksmith, who lived here in the 1840's. 
ie second owner, Edward Bird, was also a blacksmith. 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 323, Folio 296; ED 34, Folio 431; 
Baltimore City Directory, 1856-57, 1849-50 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros, ft K P H P S 5/79 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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1007 Light Street 
Block 0936 Lot 056 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3377 1007 Light St. 
M.E.H. 5/79 
West elevation 


